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REMARKS 

Claims 52-54, 60, 61, and 73-143 are pending in the Application. Claims 52-54, 
60, 61, and 73-99 were allowed, claims 100, 101, 102-123, and 125-143 were rejected, 
and claims 102 and 124 were objected to, in the final Office action mailed May 15, 
2007. Claims 100-143 are cancelled, without prejudice, and new claims 144-163 are 
added by this response. Claims 52, 60, 61, 144, and 154 are independent claims. 
Claims 53-59 and 73-81, claims 82-90, claims 91-99, claims 145-153, and claims 155- 
163 depend, respectively, from independent claims 52, 60, 61, 144, and 154. 

The Applicants express appreciation for the recognition of the allowable subject 
matter of claims 52-54, 60, 61, and 73-99, and respectfully request consideration and 
allowance of new claims 1 44-1 63, in view of the following remarks. 

Objections to Claims 

Claims 102 and 124 were objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but were deemed allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of their respectively based claims and any intervening claims. Applicants have 
rewritten claim 102 as new independent claim 144, and claim 124 as new independent 
claim 154, which include all of the limitations of their respective based claims 100 and 122, 
and their respective intervening claims 101 and 123. Applicants respectfully submit that 
new claims 144 and 154 are, therefore, allowable, and respectfully request that the 
objection to claims 102 and 124 be withdrawn. 

Rejection of Claims 

With regard to the instant Office action, claims 1 00, 1 03, 1 04, 1 1 1 -1 1 4, 1 21 , 1 22, 
125, 126, 133-136, and 143 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Suzuki et al. (US 4,453,247, hereinafter "Suzuki") in view of Baran et 
al. (US 4,903,261, hereinafter "Baran") and Huang (US 5,434,856), and further in view 
of Fischer (US 4,941,089). Claims 101 and 123 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Suzuki, Baran, Huang, and Fischer, as applied to claims 
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100 and 122, and further in view of Barberis et al. (US 4,317,195, hereinafter 
"Barberis"). Claims 105, 106, 115, 116, 127, 128, 137, and 138 were rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Suzuki, Baran, Huang, and Fischer, and 
further in view of Sainton et al. (US 00RE38787E, hereinafter "Sainton"). Claims 107, 
108, 117, 118, 129, 130, 139, and 140 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Suzuki, Baran, Huang, and Fischer, as applied to claims 100 and 
1 22, and further in view of Honig (US 5,481 ,533). Claims 1 09, 1 1 0, 1 1 9, 1 20, 1 31 , 1 32, 
141, and 142 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Suzuki, 
Baran, Huang, and Fischer, as applied to claims 100, 112, 122 and 134, and further in 
view of Cripps (US 5,838,730). Applicants respectfully traverse the rejections. 
Applicants respectfully submit, however, that the rejections of claims 100-143 under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a), have been rendered moot by cancellation of claims 100-143. Applicants 
respectfully request that the rejections be withdrawn. 

Newly Added Claims 

Applicants have added new claims 144-163. As set forth above, claims 102 and 
123 were objected to in the Office action, but were deemed allowable if rewritten in 
independent form to include all of the limitations of their respective based claims 100 and 
122, and their respective intervening claims (101 and 123). (Office action, page 13) 
Applicants respectfully submit that new independent claims 144 and 154 are, respectively, 
claims 102 and 124 rewritten as described above, and are therefore allowable. Applicants 
respectfully submit that new dependent claims 145-153 and 155-163 depend, respectively, 
from allowable independent claims 144 and 154. Because new claims 144 and 154 are 
allowable, Applicants respectfully submit that new dependent claims 145-153 and 155-163 
that depend, respectively, from independent claims 144 and 154, are also allowable. 

Applicants respectfully submit that no new matter is added by these new claims. 
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Conclusion 



By this response, claims 100-143 have been cancelled, without prejudice, and 
new claims 144-163 have been added. Applicants hereby expressly reserve the right to 
present cancelled claims 100-143 in a continuing application at a later time. 



In general, the Office Action makes various statements regarding claims 52-54, 
60, 61, and 73-143 and the cited references that are now moot in light of the above. 
Thus, Applicants will not address such statements at the present time. However, 
Applicants expressly reserve the right to challenge such statements in the future should 
the need arise (e.g., if such statements should become relevant by appearing in a 
rejection of any current or future claim). 



Applicants' representative believes that all of claims 52-54, 60, 61, 73-99, and 
144-163 are in condition for allowance. Should the Examiner disagree or have any 
questions regarding this submission, the Examiner is invited to telephone the 
undersigned at (312) 775-8000 for an interview. 



A Notice of Allowability is courteously solicited. 



The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees associated 
with this communication, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 13-0017. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: July 12, 2007 /Kevin E. Borq/ 

Kevin E. Borg 
Reg. No. 51,486 

McANDREWS, HELD & MALLOY, LTD. 
500 West Madison Street 
Suite 3400 

Chicago, Illinois 60661 
Phone (312) 775-8000 
Facsimile (312) 775-8100 
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